INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY CASE 25-0005-1

Findings Regarding the Somerset County Public Schools Board of Education’s
Alleged Violation of State Law and SCPS Board Policies in Procuring Its Current
Legal Services.

During March 2025, OIGE received numerous complaints regarding the Somerset County Public
Schools Board of Education's (the Board) procurement of legal services.

OIGE’s review focused on how these services were procured and examined the objectives of
Maryland Procurement law, as outlined in the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) Title 21 —
State Procurement Regulations. COMAR §21.05.07.06 states that the purpose of soliciting bids or
offers is to foster competition in obtaining necessary goods and services in a cost-effective manner.
OIGE recognizes the Board’s authority to contract any legal services provider of its choice and will
summarize some of the previous review actions taken that we consider relevant to our reporting.

Unfortunately, the documentation provided by SCPS and the Board lacked sufficient information to
provide a clear timeline or methodology for the procurement process of current legal services. The
interviews were intended to clarify information gathered during the investigation and to assist the
OIGE in creating a timeline of events for the procurement process.

Regrettably, the Board's refusal to cooperate with OIGE hampered our investigation and prevented
us from understanding how the Board evaluated these factors or how it proceeded with the new
counsel procurement process.

OIGE found that the SCPS Board violated state law and SCPS Board Policies in the procurement of
its current legal services.

OIGE has completed its investigation.
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Unless otherwise noted, OIGE applies the preponderance of the evidence standard in determining
whether local school agency personnel have committed misconduct.



